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FUTURE CANDIDATE WORKSHOP

Saturday, May 6, 2017 
Portland, OR 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • $60 per person

$20 off registration before Apr. 17

(Includes Breakfast and Lunch)

Register online at LeadershipInstitute.org or contact Dena Espenscheid
Dena@LeadershipInstitute.org or (703) 247-2000 ext. 559 

The Future Candidate Workshop develops potential candidates 
and community activists to run for office successfully by 
building a grassroots organization. The workshop focuses on 
your personal and political preparation for a future career as an 
elected official and community leader.

Ideal attendees for the Future Candidate Workshop are 
candidates, spouses, campaign staff and volunteers deeply 
involved at the local or state level. This training will provide you 
the knowledge to make a difference on a political or legislative 
campaign. 

YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO: 
 
• Hone your public speaking skills                     
• Develop your message 
• Communicate with voters                                
• Work with the media 
• Raise funds

Leaders from all political walks 
have benefited greatly from solid 
teaching on campaign principles. 
The best ones, the winners, have 
attended the Leadership Institute.

Deborah Hamilton
Skippack, PA
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The Leadership Institute is 501(c)(3) non-partisan 
educational organization. The Institute does not 
endorse, support, or oppose candidates or  
proposed legislation. It has an open admissions 
policy; all programs are open to the public.



With the help of many, 
I defeated the 8 year 
incumbent 57% to 
43%. My campaign 
success was fueled 
by enrolling in LI’s 
Future Candidate 
School. It was a most 
valuable experience. LI 
smoothed our political 
road to success.  

Bill Taylor
Newly Elected  
State Representative 
South Carolina

“A pivotal moment came in August 2009 when our 
political road trip led us to Arlington, VA. My wife and 
I enrolled in LI’s Future Candidate School. We weren’t 
certain what to expect, but we knew we were in this 
political thing together as we have been during every 
major endeavor in our nearly four decades of marriage. . . 

We heard from a host of presenters who prepared us for 
the continuation of our political road trip. They warned 
us about the candidate’s roller coaster ride; one day you 
would be on a high only to be coupled with tomorrow’s 
low. They often reminded us that we needed only 50% 
plus 1 – not everyone had to love us! In the months ahead 

we frequently recited those axioms with a laugh that help us keep our balance. . .

In October, we announced to our adult children that their dad was going to be a 
political candidate. In November, I met with the incumbent State Representative to 
introduce myself. January was the official announcement. We launched an aggressive 
marketing campaign with newspaper ads and a hip website with lots of videos and 
pictures (www.TaylorSCHouse.com). We formed a campaign team that included a full-
time Campaign Coordinator and many volunteers. . .  
 
By March I was canvassing door-to-door and for nearly three months I walked most 
neighborhoods in this huge State House District. I learned at LI that retail politics is 
essential; looking voters in the eye, discussing issues important to them and asking 
for their vote is how one gets elected. Besides, I found canvassing exhilarating and 
couldn’t wait to knock on doors most evenings. . . 

LI smoothed our political road to success. For that we are most thankful.”

Bill Taylor’s Experience

Newly Elected State Representative 
South Carolina
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Notable Graduate of the 
Future Candidate School


